New Rules Regarding Aerial Spray Buffers:
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New Rules for Aerial Spray Notification:
•

Pesticide Application Window: The operator must identify a 90
day “application window” during which the aerial pesticide spray
application will occur

•

Advanced Notice Window: Notifications of helicopter pesticide
applications in places with at least one nearby resident or
registered water user must be made at least thirty days prior to
conducting an operation.

•

Real Time Notice of Aerial Spray: Nearby Recipients receive
notice of the possibility of an aerial pesticide spray prior to 7:00pm
on the day before the scheduled spray.
• Those Eligible to Receive Real-Time Notice:
• all those who live on or own land within one mile of the
boundary of the proposed spray operation, AND
• all water users with a qualifying surface water intake source
(see below) within one mile of the boundary of the proposed
operation and within the same drainage basin. Qualifying
surface water intake sources are:
•
•
•
•
•

Drinking water
Lawn and garden
Livestock
Domestic animals
Tribal or other community purpose

FERNS (Forest Activity Electronic Reporting and
Notification System)
All Oregonians can register with the Oregon Department of Forestry’s electronic
notification system (FERNS) to receive advanced notice of logging, chemical
spray and other forestry related activities occurring in their watershed or places
they care about. A key change about the updated notification system is the
difference between registrants and subscribers.
*Note: those who wish to receive “real-time” notice of aerial sprays near their
home or water source must sign up as registrants.

Registrant

Subscriber

Geographical Area
Covered by Alert

Registrants receive notice
of spray activities
occurring within 1 mile of
their home, OR 1 mile of a
qualifying surface water
intake that they are users
of

Registrants receive notice
of forest management
activities occurring
anywhere in the are they
select to subscribe to
(option to select shape or
choose county)

Type of Notification

Only helicopter spray

All notification types
(logging, road building,
etc)

Notification Timeline

Registrants receive notice
14 days after landowners
submission of spray
notification (at least 15
days before spray occurs)

Registrants receive notice
upon landowner’s
submission of a spray
notification

Real Time Notice

Receive notice of spray by
7pm the day before spray
is to occur

Receive no real-time
notice of spray

How to Register for FERNS
All you need to be a FERNS registrant is your contact information and proof of
residency (drivers license, utility bill, mortgage payment, etc).

If you have trouble registering or have general questions about FERNS, you can
contact ODF for assistance at forestryinformation@oregon.gov or 503-945-7200.
You can also contact your Oregon Department of Forestry Stewardship Forester.

Step 1: Create Your Account
•

Go to https://ferns.odf.oregon.gov/e-notification

•

Select “Create Account”

• Fill in your personal information. You will need your name, email, password,
address and phone number.

• Once you have filled out your personal information, click “create account” at the
bottom of the page.
*Note: you do not need to fill out the landowner information section unless you plan
to file a notice to cut or spray on your property.

Step 2: Activate Your Account
• The system will send you an email. Visit your email and click the link in the
email from FERNS to activate your account

• When re-directed to the FERNS website, login with your email and password

Step 3: Register
• To start a new registration, click on “Registrations”

• Then click “Register”

• If registering a residence, click on “I Have a Qualifying Residence.” Otherwise, register
a qualifying water intake.

• Give your registration a name (ie. “House on Azul Street”). Fill out the physical address
information and click “next” at the bottom right of the page.

• Upload your proof of residency. Click “choose file” and select the file for your
computer. Then click “Upload,” then click “Next”
Note: Options for proof of residence include a lease agreement, valid Oregon drivers
license, utility bill, property tac record, rent receipt, mortgage document or
homeowners insurance policy.

• Choose how you would like to receive communications about spray notices. You can
choose email, text message, or both. Click “Next.”

• Review your registration information to make sure it is correct. Click “Submit” at the
top of the page.

Step 4: Finish and Await Confirmation from ODF!
• Once your registration is reviewed by the Oregon Department of Forestry, you will
receive an email saying that the account is active, or that more information is needed to
process your request.

